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A Message from the Chair 

 

It is lovely to be able to share with you that there is lots going on in 

Tetbury and District u3a.  The range of groups is growing – do have a 

look at our website www.tetburyu3a.org.uk for details. There’s a wide 

range from Art to Wine tasting, but there’s always room for more. 

Let us know if  there’s something you would be interested in but is not 

currently offered. 

 

The monthly talks at the Goods Shed are free to members and cover 

a wide range of topics. Recently we have had a nautical theme , with 

talks on the Titanic , Lifeboats and next month Purton Ships 

Graveyard. Do come along – there’s a good talk  and the opportunity 

to meet other members over a tea or coffee and a biscuit. 

Additionally, weather permitting , we hope to get together for a picnic 

after the July Monthly meeting. More details will be coming to you 

soon.   

 
 

chair@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

http://www.tetburyu3a.org.uk/
mailto:chair@tetburyu3a.org.uk


Monthly Speakers 

 
 

On Tuesday 21 June 10.30am at the Tetbury Goods Shed, Paul 

Barnett will tell the story of the Purton Ships Graveyard, the 

largest ship graveyard in Britain.  Paul has boats sailing around in his 

blood. 

 

 
 

 

His father came from Newcastle but forced by economic reasons, 

moved to Gloucestershire when Paul was six. As you can imagine, this 

was a considerable culture shock as Paul had never seen a cow 

before in his life; but the Tyne was replaced by the Severn and 

roaming the riverbanks as a child, Paul came across the Purton Hulks. 

Paul is going to talk to us today about these crumbling hulks, their 

purpose and history and about his passion for preserving them. 

  

 



Group News 

History Group 

 

On 27 April the history group visited Bath and were given a tour of 

the city centre by Richard Mann, one of the mayor’s guides who give 

of their time and wisdom for free.  Nine of us went in cars to the 

Lansdown Park and Ride (less than 45 minutes from Tetbury) and then 

took the bus into the centre of Bath (10 minutes and, again, free to 

those with a bus pass.) 

 

Richard could not have been a better guide as he spoke clearly, 

knowledgeably and with a great sense of humour.  The tour is 

scheduled to be 2 hours long starting outside the Pump Rooms at 

10.30am but it was well past 1pm by the time we had finished.  The 

time flew past as Richard kept us constantly engaged drinking in the 

history of Bath.   I won’t attempt to give you a precis of all the 

interesting things we were told but for me the highlight was finally 

getting into the Assembly Rooms (for free, yet again!) and seeing the 

chandeliers.  There are nine of them and each is worth over £1.25 

million. 

 

 
 
Photograph by David Walker 



We also learned about the history 

of our ancestors’ toilet habits.  The 

beautifully fronted Georgian 

houses, which are what make Bath 

the only whole city UNESCO site in 

the UK, were built with no baths 

and no plumbed-in toilets.  Towards 

the end of the Georgian period, 

wishing to get away from the 

chamber pot behind a curtain in the 

corner of the dining room, the more 

aspiring residents took to hanging 

bespoke toilet closets at the back 

of the building.  See the 

photo.  Those who went on the trip 

can strongly recommend a visit to 

Bath – and look out for those 

Photograph by David Walker   hanging closets. 

 

 

 

history@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

Gardening Group 

Members of the Gardening Group met at the North Meadow, Cricklade 

last month to see the wonderful fritillaries in all their glory.  There 

was a purple haze as far as the eye could see so we were not 

disappointed in our quest.  This phenomenon is only visible for about 3 

weeks every April and is not to be missed if you love nature and the 

countryside.  Not only were we delighted by the flowers, but we also 

came across a cuckoo calling from a telephone wire in the near 

distance.  He/she called to us for a good five minutes before flying 

off into the hedgerows.  No doubt some poor reed warbler is now 

playing host to a large hungry cuckoo chick! 

mailto:mailto:history@tetburyu3a.org.uk


 

Photos by Martin Doidge  

 

gardening@tetburyu3a.org.uk  
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Playreading Group 

On the 25 April  we read a farce by Georges Feydeau, “An Absolute 

Turkey.”  A farce is described as being the elements of clowning, 

acrobatics, caricature and indecency found together within a single 

form of entertainment.  (Dee was unable to come but she wished us 

good luck).  We did need some luck. 

Two readers had to speak German and were very convincing.  Two of 

us had to read several small parts, tricky at times but we managed. 

The best part was Jeremy who was a French philanderer.  He read his 

part sounding like Peter Sellers – Inspector Clouseau/ Rene from Allo 

Allo.  He was so funny he reduced one of his ‘lovers’ to fits of laughter. 

A very enjoyable afternoon.  Next reading 30 May at 2pm at the 

Priory Inn – “Murder at the Vicarage.” 

playreading@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

Bridge Group 

A group of Bridge-playing u3a members from across the country have 

banded together in the hope of playing a national Duplicate Bridge 

Contest during our 40th Anniversary week commencing 17th 

September 2022. This will be online, and details will be sent later.  

Would all those interested whether currently members of the group 

or not, please inform the leader below if interested in making up part 

of the Tetbury team. It would help if you had a proposed partner, but 

we can mix and match if you do not have one.   

Would any member who becomes aware of a local charity bridge event 

please inform the leader so we can try to field teams where relevant. 

The leader would also like to challenge u3a Malmesbury to a match if 

there is enough support. 

mailto:playreading@tetburyu3a.org.uk


The group leader is maintaining a database of bridge players to 

encourage members to play each other at home. He also remains ready 

to help lapsed players to restart playing or to introduce beginners to 

the game. 

Contact leader: bridge@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

Classical Music 

The classical Music group operates by sending out a digest of 

performances in Cheltenham, Gloucester, Cirencester,  Stroud, 

Malmesbury and Bath.  Members of the group who want to go to any 

event and who are prepared to offer a lift to those that do not drive 

are asked to inform the group leader so he can offer car spaces to 

our database. The next digest is imminent, so new members need to 

send their contact details to the leader, contact below. (Researchers; 

your contributions asap please)  

Members attended two concerts in May. On 7 May Cirencester Choral 

Society performed Haydn`s Nelson Mass, new to some of us, and then 

the more familiar Mozart`s Requiem.  Both were excellent and the 

soloists were outstanding.  

On 13 May, a small group travelled to Gloucester Cathedral to attend  

a lively candlelit concert  of Vivaldi (Concerto for 2 violins in A minor 

and the Four Seasons) with a short divertimento in D by Mozart and 

Bach`s concerto for 2 violins in D minor. The violin soloists were 

excellent in all these pieces.  

New members: register here for our digest 

classicalmusic@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:mailto:bridge@tetburyu3a.org.uk
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Short Walks Group 

As part of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations, there is an invitation to 

all to join us on a walk to celebrate the Queen's 70 years on the 

throne. The walk is 6 miles long and will take about three hours. It will 

be led by my husband and Vicki from the council. The walk is on Friday 

3rd June at 10.00am from the Goods Shed. It is the Tetbury Gateway 

route which goes along the railtrack to the Trouble House, up to 

Ashley, then across fields and back via Tetbury Hospital. There are 

very few stiles and should be a good walk. 

The group leader doesn’t know yet if she will be fit enough to do it. 

If you do fancy a longer walk, we would be delighted to see you. It is 

open to everyone, including those with well-trained dogs! You don't 

need to let us know, but if you have any questions, please get in touch. 

I hope one or two of you will be able to join us. 

shortwalks@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

Proposed Book Group 

There has been an enquiry from a new member, regarding the 

possibility of having a book group.  It was explained that there was 

one which had folded due to the difficulty in getting books from the 

library. However, the member suggested the use of Kindle and 

Amazon….. 

 

There would be no leader of the discussions, but we may have a 

volunteer prepared to be group coordinator.  Please let the Groups 

Coordinator know if you would be interested in joining such a group. 

groups@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:mailto:shortwalks@tetburyu3a.org.uk
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More dates for your diaries: 

As mentioned in the Message from the Chair, on Monday 18 July after 

the Monthly Talk/Meeting it is proposed to hold a picnic outside the 

Goods Shed so members can have a longer time for socialising and 

meeting new members.  So, bring a packed lunch, pray for fine weather 

and be prepared to enjoy yourself!   

On 26 October there will be a Robot Constructors Challenge which is 

being hosted by Gloucester u3a, who have booked a venue in 

Churchdown.  Other neighbouring u3as are helping and are part of the 

organising committee.  Information about this will be circulated when 

available so keep a look out for it in a future Newsletter.  

The Third Age Trust Short Story Competition 2022 

The competition has been launched in partnership with Bloomsbury. 

Subject to the competition rules, any u3a member may enter, whether 

or not they belong to a Writing group, as long as they submit their 

entry through the online portal. 

Your story can be fiction or non-fiction but must be no more than 

1500 words on the theme of ‘opening(s)’. The full rules - please read 

carefully – and the submission portal are on the u3a website. Find out 

more:  www.u3a.org.uk 

The deadline for entries is 16th June & winners will be announced in 

September. 

And finally…… 

…..don’t forget to use your u3a membership card to get student 

discount on all sorts of things.  If you see a notice saying a shop or 

establishment accepts student discount it can never hurt to ask if you 

can use your u3a card.  Think of it as a pensioner discount wherever 

one of those is not offered!   

http://www.u3a.org.uk/


….. and a reminder that our friends at Cotswold Link have asked us to 

publicise this flyer for a Special Interest Day on 6 July to be held at 

The Pavilion, Hatherley Lane, Cheltenham, GL51 6PN 

10.30 – 15.30 Four talks on the theme of Mitigating Climate Change & 

Environmental Impacts. 

https://u3asites.org.uk/files/c/cotswold-

link/docs/cotswoldlink2022-climatechangeflyer25march.pdf 

If any member does go please let me know how it went and whether 

you found in useful.   

newsletter@tetburyu3a.org.uk 
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