
MINUTES OF U3A COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 9TH MAY,
2022

                         AT LONG NEWNTON, TETBURY AT 2PM

PRESENT:  Carmel  Alan  Audrey  Gail  Judith  Lawrence  Anita

1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:    

An apology was received from Bernadette.

2.  MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th April were discussed.

Action had been taken to enable, in a simple format, suggestions for new
groups to be made on the web site.

Response to enquiry re a boules pitch had been sent.

IT WAS PROPOSED BY JUDITH AND SECONDED BY GAIL:

THAT THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12TH APRIL BE
PASSED AND APPROVED.

3.  INTRODUCTION:

The Chair had received a number of communications both from National
Office and via the Cotswold Link.  

(A)  On 25th May a zoom coffee morning will be held by National Office on
the subject of inclusion, diversity, etc..  This is a follow-up to a previous
presentation.

(B)  Guide-lines regarding the u3a brand in publicity, etc..  It was decided
that this was something to bear in mind for future brochures.

This lead to a short discussion on the use of u3a card to obtain discounts
and possibility of issuing a reminder to Members about this.

(C)  An advance notice received for an August conference on research and



shared learning to take place in Preston, Lancs.

(D)  6th July in Cheltenham, a discussion to take place on climate change.

(E)  There is to be a Robot Challenge at a date to be announced.

(F)  A reminder that no payment needs to be made to the Cotswold Link
and also that they are still looking for new Committee Members.   These do
not need to be a Committee Member of their local branch.

(G)  On 20th July National Office Chair is offering to make a visit to a small
branch somewhere in our general area.   As there was no further information
on what this entailed or what might be expected, it was decided to await
further information.

Regarding each of the above, where appropriate, it was decided that
details should be included in the News Letter.

It was confirmed that there is to be a Jubilee Meeting at the Recreation
Ground on Sunday, 5th June.   Further information was requested before a
decision can be made as to whether the u3a should have a presence for
publicity purposes.   To an extent, this would depend upon the demographic
of the attendance.   Members other than the Committee might like to be
involved if we go ahead.

ACTION:  Gail to find out further information and then consult with
Bernadette and Anita.

Further future dates are 4th June, the Opening of the Signal Box at the
Goods Shed which Members might find interesting, 18th July a u3a Picnic
following the monthly meeting.

ACTION:  Anita to draft an email to go out to Members in June regarding
the Picnic.

               Chair to mention this at this month’s meeting.

4.  FINANCE:

The Treasurer had produced a monthly statement which showed a number
of new Members.

Invoices had been received from National Office for Beacon and



Membership ahead of due date.   Payment to be made as appropriate.

Following the Treasurer’s recent hospitalisation, it was decided that two
other Committee Members should be enabled to make any necessary
payments or transfers.   The Treasurer undertook to explain the workings of
the system to both the Chair and Membership Secretary.

A discussion ensued regarding the necessity to have some sort of back-
up for each Committee position and the Membership Secretary in particular
felt that this was needed.  In some cases, action had already been taken.

The Chair proposed to mention this after the Monthly Meeting.

5.  GROUPS:

The Group Coordinator had researched possible venues for the Group
Leaders’ lunch and it was decided to accept an offer by the Bowls Club to
give Group Leaders an opportunity to do some bowling, followed by a lunch
at the new Club House.

ACTION:  The Group Coordinator will confirm a date with the Bowls Club.

Discussion ensued and decision was made regarding menu for lunch

The Group Coordinator read through a draft of a presentation to be made
to the Group Leaders for which she was thanked by the Committee which
considered that it covered all the points necessary.

6.  PUBLICITY:

The Publicity Secretary had given the Chair a written report.   Leaflets
were going down well, particularly at the Monthly Meetings and the lists of
Groups and Speakers had been very much appreciated.

The organiser of the Friendship Cafe had commented that the u3a had a
lot to offer as far as well-being was concerned and, as such, he was
promoting our branch.

7.  MEMBERSHIP:

Membership has now reached 292.



8.  BEACON AND WEB SITE:

The Web Master had nothing to report.  All is up-to-date.

9.  SPEAKERS:

Efforts had started on booking Speakers for 2023.

10.  NEW LETTERS:

The Editor felt that, with the information in the Introduction and other
discussions, there was some fresh news to include in the next News Letter.  
Regarding inclusion in the “Tetbury Advertiser”, it was emphasised that the
article could include past events as well as future ones as this equally showed
members of the public that we have a variety of activities.

11.  A.O.B.:

There was no other business.

It was agreed to hold the next meeting on Monday, 13th June at 2pm


