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A Message from the Chair 

 
 

 

I hope that you are all well and enjoying the signs of spring. 

  

You may not be aware that alongside the interest groups that we offer 

locally and the monthly talks at the Goods Shed , you can also access 

activities and learning through u3a nationally. Go to 

https://u3a.org.uk/learning/national-programmes 

  

I found logic puzzles , which I really enjoyed , but there’s also craft , 

extreme crochet and knitting and photography. Not to mention a 

whole range of online talks and workshops . Have a look , you might 

find something of interest. 

 

chair@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

 

https://u3a.org.uk/learning/national-programmes
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Monthly Speakers 

 
 

On Monday, 16 May 10.30am at the Tetbury Goods Shed, John 

Barnett from the RNLI will give a talk. 

   

 

 
HannahLogan_and Crew_Stranraer-121 – Photo credit to RNLI / Nick Mailer 

 

 

Do you ever go to sea, either in a small boat or large cruise ship or 

even relaxing on a lilo at the edge of the water? If you do, then you 

must feel safer knowing that the RNLI is there if  you have a 

problem.  John will tell us something of the history, the characters 

and the courage of this voluntary organisation. 

 

  

 

 



Group News 

Pub Lunch Group 

 

The Pub Lunch Group enjoyed a very nice meal at the Horse and Groom, 

Charlton for our March Lunch.  10 members attended.  We read that 

this venue had recently won an award for being the tastiest 

restaurant in the southwest, unfortunately the judges didn’t try the 

pie.  But a good time was had by all. 

 

 
 

 

Our April lunch will be at The Vine Tree, Norton on Wednesday 20 

April, 12-12.30pm.  Members were initially invited to the Ritz Hotel, 

London, but as this invitation was sent before noon on the 1 April many 

guessed this was an April Fool.  (Not as good as Currys, who were 

advertising Hoverboards, as seen in Back to the Future 1-3).  I nearly 

bought one until I realised I would probably fall off and hurt myself! 

 

publunchgroup@tetburyu3a.org.uk 
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History Group 

 

 
 

On 21 March the history group visited the ships’ graveyard on the 

banks of the River Severn near Purton.    It was thought that this 

would be a useful introduction to the U3A talk about the graveyard 

scheduled for later in the year.  The party of 8 people, led by David 

Smith, parked at Purton and walked about half a mile down the 

Sharpness and Gloucester Canal to where the boats lay stranded on 

the riverbank.  There are 86 ships known to have been beached at the 

site over a period of nearly 70 years from 1909 to 1976.  The ships, 

many of which might be better termed boats or barges, were built 

between 1854 and 1951 and had various lengths of working lives.  Their 

sizes vary but they are mostly in the 80 - 120 ton bracket.  They were 

beached at Purton to reinforce the very thin strip of land between 

the river and the canal which was prone to damage at high tides and 

during floods.  Not surprisingly, the best-preserved boats are those 

built of reinforced concrete; they were constructed soon after the 

1939-45 war when steel was hard to come by. 

   



Carrying on a little further down the canal we came to what remains 

of the first and only railway bridge below Gloucester, built between 

1875 and 1879.  The stonework of the swing bridge over the canal still 

stands unaffected by age.  Alas, the rest of the bridge was dismantled 

following a terrible tragedy in 1960 when two petroleum barges trying 

to find the entry into the canal at Sharpness in thick fog hit one of 

the bridge’s piers and exploded.  Although not part of the graveyard 

of deliberately beached boats, the two barges can still be seen at low 

water where they sank. 

 

Our next expedition visit will be to explore the history of Bath on 27th 

April.  If anyone else would like to join the group for the visit, please 

let David Walker know: history@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

 

Playreading Group 

We held our March meeting on Monday 28 and are very lucky to have 

a spacious room to meet together in The Priory Hotel, with 11 of us  

enthusiastically looking forward to an afternoon of slipping into 

various characters.  The ‘production’ was a play by Oscar Wilde with 

the title A Woman of No Importance.  We all had a part to play and 

some of us more than one, which can lead to a member talking to him 

or herself!  Always laughs aplenty especially when accents are 

required!  We meet on the last Monday of the month and extend a 

warm welcome to any u3a member who would like to give it a 

try.  After all, this is what we are all about.  For details of the April 

meeting please contact the Group Leader at 

playreading@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

Gardening Group 

Well, we picked the worst rainy day in March to visit a member’s 

garden in Tetbury for a walk around the garden and a plant and seed 

mailto:mailto:history@tetburyu3a.org.uk
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swap.  The visit was quite popular with around 13 of us crammed into 

the member’s conservatory for tea and biscuits, trying to dry off and 

hoping for a break in the weather.  Sadly it was not to be, but we all 

agreed it was a lovely garden and the plant swap was very successful.  

Our next meeting is on Monday 25 April at the Cricklade Water 

Meadows to see the spectacular fritillary display.  So far the weather 

has not been kind to us this year but hopefully we will not get wet this 

time!        

gardening@tetburyu3a.org.uk  

 

Computers iPhone group 

Unfortunately, Covid hit both Jane and I last month, so the face-to-

face  classes were cancelled; but following 10 days of isolation I was 

well enough to run a brief Zoom session for the few keen members 

last week.  As we move forward, the plan is to finish up the last 

items on the class curriculum in the weeks after Easter, and before 

the good weather starts in May when most people are either away or 

out in their gardens. 

 

Despite the Covid disruption again, this year’s class of 2022 have 

been excellent students, you know who you are if you are reading 

this!!  Everyone has had input to the meetings with questions and 

concerns ranging from online banking security and scams to the day 

to day organising photos. We have covered most of the free Apple 

apps which come with an iPhone Calendar, Mail, Contacts, Reminders, 

Notes, Camera, Photos and much more. 

 

When finished everyone will leave with a better understanding of 

their devices’ considerable capabilities, but above all else, will leave 

with more confidence to try out new things and know where to go to 

get their own questions answered. apple@tetburyu3a.org.uk  

mailto:gardening@tetburyu3a.org.uk
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Family History  

The group met on Monday, 11 April.  We were very depleted in numbers 

due to a lastminute change in venue, holiday commitments, people 

feeling unwell due to booster jabs, etc, etc. Thank you to the small 

group of stalwarts who turned up. As usual we had a very useful and 

lively meeting with nice cup of coffee / tea and a bikkie or two. Due 

to the depleted numbers the meeting was held at our place, the  upside 

of which meant costs were nil.  

As always lots of constructive chat and things to talk about and 

swapping of notes and ideas. A couple of pointers which came out of 

our usual brainstorming session – a reminder of the full and 

comprehensive ‘Trade and Professions Directors’ held at 

Loughborough University; how useful Parish Records are as a way of 

getting around research brick walls. Most records going back to the 

Reformation are readable, but detail is dependent on the parish 

curates’ capabilities and quality of handwriting, some of which is in 

Latin.  

There was mention of getting definitive definitions to professions and 

a references list of medical conditions. There was great benefit to be 

had in belonging to a local county historical society to gain further 

access into many other websites. There was some discussion around 

perhaps visiting the Wellington Plane War Museum at Morton in 

Marsh, as they hold all the WW2 Bomber Command Records for 

aircraft and crews  involved in fatalities or air accidents during the 

war. Warren will investigate and get a group consensus. We had a 

presentation by Bob on his experiences in establishing who’s who and 

research into people featured in a family photograph. We continue to 

gather information about web site referencing to add to our intended 

aide memoire book which we hope to publish at a much later 

stage. Although we said we would be holding meetings bimonthly it 

was felt that we should bring forward our next meeting to 

Thursday 12th May 10.00am to 12.00 venue dependent on 

numbers. familyhistory@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

mailto:mailto:familyhistory@tetburyu3a.org.uk


Golf 

We have now added a fledgling Golf group to the already extensive 

list of activities which Tetbury U3A offers. Aimed primarily at people 

who have little or no experience of the game but would like to try it 

without the formality of joining a Golf Club, the group will offer 

informal games with players of a similar experience level at local 

venues. If you are interested please email: 

golf@tetburyu3a.org.uk  

 

And finally…… 

Our friends at Cotswold Link have asked us to publicise this flyer for 

a Special Interest Day on 6 July to be held at The Pavilion, Hatherley 

Lane, Cheltenham, GL51 6PN 

10.30 – 15.30 Four talks on the theme of Mitigating Climate Change & 

Environmental Impacts. 

https://www.cheltenhamu3a.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2022/03/Cotswold-Link-2022-Climate-change-

flyer_25March12690.pdf 

If any member does go please let me know how it went and whether 

you found in useful.   

newsletter@tetburyu3a.org.uk 
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