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A Message from the Chair 

 

I was lucky enough this morning, to go for a long walk in the beautiful 

countryside around Tetbury.  Signs of spring are everywhere , flowers 

blooming , birds singing and lambs in the field. 

I hope you are managing to get out and about an enjoy the spring 

sunshine.  If you are looking for new activities to tempt you , do have 

a look at our website www.tetburyu3a.org.uk  There is a wide 

selection of groups  for you to think about.  If what you want is 

missing let us know and we’ll see if there is enough interest to start a 

new group. 

  

On a sombre note , our thoughts are with u3a’s in Ukraine, their 

members and families.  We are aware that members may wish to make 

personal donations to the humanitarian effort in Ukraine. This can be 

done through many registered charities including The Disasters 

Emergency Committee www.dec.org.uk There is guidance available on 

how to give safely on the government website. 
 
chair@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

http://www.tetburyu3a.org.uk/
http://www.dec.org.uk/
mailto:chair@tetburyu3a.org.uk


Monthly Speakers 

 
On Tuesday, 19 April at 10.30am, Lynda Warren will talk to us 

about “People of the Titanic” 

 

 
 

A famous ship which was so much more than just its tragic 

history.  Lynda, who comes to us fresh from teaching at Disneyland 

Paris and from her world-wide lecturing travels, will tell us about the 

actual people who sailed and worked on her. The baby who drowned 

and was later identified using DNA, the kidnapped twins, the missing 

brothers. And the lucky ones who missed the boat. 

 

 

 



Group News 

Pub Lunch Group 

 

The Pub Lunch Group had our February Lunch at The Trouble 

House.  Eleven members attended and we all had a very enjoyable 

meal.  The Trouble House meals lean towards taste and presentation, 

in which both respects they excelled.  The staff are very friendly, 

polite and professional and give excellent service.  The venue has a 

very relaxed atmosphere and the surroundings are very pleasant. 

 

Our March meal is being held at the Horse & Groom, Charlton on 

Wednesday 23 March, 12 - 12.30.  If you see this by the 21 March 

there is still time to join our group and attend our March lunch. 

 

publunchgroup@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

Boules Group 

 

Here are a couple of photos of our first Boule session of 2022. 

Lovely day and quite mild with NO rain!! 

 

 
 

mailto:mailto:publunchgroup@tetburyu3a.org.uk


 
 

The Group Leader also took the opportunity of asking the group to 

contribute to a fund for the Red Cross in aid of the problems in 

Ukraine and low and behold we collected £200 on the day, so I 

transferred this to the Red Cross on my return home. 

 

Well done to all you Petanquers!! and thank you. 

 

boules@tetburyu3a.org.uk 
  

Short Walks Group 
 

We have been fortunate with the weather for our last couple of walks. 

We did a walk from the Goods Shed to Little Lark Hill, into Long 

Newnton and back across the fields. It was an excellent turnout...18 

of us! Our last walk was from the Trouble House to Ashley and then...? 

When we set off there was a little rain but it looked threatening. We 

were very fortunate; we got to Ashley and decided to continue walking 

to the Long Newnton Road and then back to the Trouble House along 

the Tetbury Trail. The walk was four miles which we covered in one 

and a half hours! Apart from a very muddy few yards at the beginning, 

the surfaces were good. 

 

We are venturing further afield next week, with a walk around 

Woodchester Park and, after that, if it is relatively dry, around 

mailto:mailto:boules@tetburyu3a.org.uk


Chavenage. I have promised members that I will take them up to see 

the Hermit's Cave! 

 

Each month our membership grows...if you would like to join us, please 

let me know! 

 
shortwalks@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

Classical Music Group 

Five members have got together to research concerts in Gloucester, 

Cirencester, Stroud, Malmesbury and Bath. This is summarised once 

every two months in a news sheet which is sent out to all those in the 

group. Members who decide to go to any one concert and who can drive 

are encouraged to notify the leader, Jeremy, if they are happy to 

offer a lift to those who do not drive. He then arranges car sharing.  

classicalmusic@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

Playreading Group 

The  play reading  group read an Agatha Christie murder mystery 

Witness for the Prosecution. Excellent reading from all group 

members who attended but especially Janet Brown who sounded like 

Janet from Dr Findlay  with her Scottish accent. 

Next meeting, we will be reading A Woman of No Importance by 

Oscar Wilde. 

playreading@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

Gardening Group 

Five brave souls endured bitter winds and threatening rain to visit 

Newark Park on 28 February.  We managed to see the snowdrops in 

all their glory and marvelled at all the hard work done by one of our 

members and her husband to plant so many as part of a volunteer team 

in earlier times.  

mailto:mailto:shortwalks@tetburyu3a.org.uk
mailto:mailto:classicalmusic@tetburyu3a.org.uk
mailto:mailto:playreading@tetburyu3a.org.uk


Jean told us that, “when Maurice, my husband, and I volunteered in 

the garden there were only clumps of snowdrops under the trees in 

the meadow, we planted more there, and he planted the  “waterfall” 

of snowdrops on the steep bank going down to the lake. He was tied 

to a rope held by some of the other men and let down the cliff !!! That 

was before the estate was taken over by the National Trust of 

course.”  

 

Members of the group 

standing by the 

“waterfall” of 

snowdrops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

gardening@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

Bridge Group 

Welcome to two new members, Mary and Tim Chancellor, who have 

been introduced to playing bridge by our leader, Jeremy, and after 

several learning sessions are now anxious to test themselves against 

other players.  They have joined our database of players who play in 

each other`s homes or online.  

mailto:mailto:gardening@tetburyu3a.org.uk


Jeremy is happy to introduce new players or lapsed players to the 

game and its modern bidding systems. Many of our players go on to 

play friendly duplicate with the South Cotswolds Bridge Club and even 

take lessons on more advanced play.  

bridge@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

Computers iPhone group 

We are meeting face to face again at the Group Leader’s house. The 

course for absolute beginners which started last year on Zoom is now 

on the home stretch with members covering all of the Apple apps 

included with an iPhone, or iPad. The current course will conclude in 

early summer 2022 but a new beginners class will start again in 

October. If interested in joining that class apply now via the U3A 

website to be put on the waiting list. 

apple@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

Historic Buildings Group 

The organisers of the U3A Historic Buildings Group have been busy 

putting together a programme for this coming season. So far we have 

visits arranged to Dunkirk Mill Nailsworth (25th April), Rodmarton 

Manor (11 May), Bathurst Estate (16 June - sorry already full!). There 

are a few more in the pipeline - join our Group to be kept up to date.  

historicbuildings@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

French Conversation Group 

After an enjoyable winter of Zooming, including useful work on tricky 

grammar and idioms, the U3A French Conversation group met face to 

face for the first time on 7 March. 

It was a lively and fascinating session, our second on the topic of 

Occupations, where we talked about our working lives and got to 

appreciate the very interesting lives our fellow Francophiles have led. 

mailto:mailto:bridge@tetburyu3a.org.uk
mailto:mailto:apple@tetburyu3a.org.uk
mailto:mailto:historicbuildings@tetburyu3a.org.uk


The group will continue to meet fortnightly on alternate Monday 

mornings and Thursday afternoons to suit as many of the group as 

possible and we are grateful to the Priory hotel for their warm 

welcome and great service. 

The next meeting is on Thursday 24 March and our topic will allow us 

to review ways of talking about food. We’re going to bring recipes to 

share, recipes that may have a story behind them. 

If you are interested in joining us, please get in touch using the 

Tetbury and District U3A website. 

frenchconversation@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

Photography Group 

Now that Spring is here and the pandemic is (hopefully) receding, the 

group is looking forward to an active 2022. 

In February we held the first meeting since the end of November 

2021, so we all had some catching up to do and some new members to 

meet. We discussed what the group wanted to do and agreed the 2022 

Program, discussed questions on photography, editing tools and 

computing, and looked at how we use Flickr to support the group (with 

a live demo). Everyone thought it was a good session and we even had 

a new prospective member on the day - who has now joined! For 2022 

our plans include: 

Trips to: 

• Kemble Airfield 

• Uley Long Barrow and Coaley Viewpoint 

• Bowood Rhododendrons 

• Clevedon 

• Arnos Vale Cemetery 

• Purton Boat Graveyard 

And sessions on: 

mailto:mailto:frenchconversation@tetburyu3a.org.uk


• Camera use 

• Photo storage and editing 

• Firework Photography 

• Astrophotography 

• Studio Photography 

We also plan to open up a session or two to all Tetbury u3a members 

who would like to improve their camera skills. 

The group is working very well and I am really grateful to everyone 

who has offered to take on some of the organisation of meetings and 

trips out. 

If you want to see what the group has been doing, you can visit our 

online notepad here: 

 http://www.sleepyhorsephotography.co.uk/u3a.html 

And you can see some of our work here: 

http://www.flickr.com/groups/tetburyu3aphotoshowcase/pool/ 

photography@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

Curry Club 

Here are some photos of the last Curry Club meeting which was on 

26 February at  The Bell, Avening.  Real Indian curry in a proper pub 

setting.  The food and atmosphere were very good and the evening 

was enjoyed by all. 

  

http://www.sleepyhorsephotography.co.uk/u3a.html
http://www.flickr.com/groups/tetburyu3aphotoshowcase/pool/
mailto:mailto:photography@tetburyu3a.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

Our next meeting will be on 13 April at The Tudor Raj, Chipping 

Sodbury at 12:30 pm. 

curryclub@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

Spanish Group 

After a short period back on Zoom , the Spanish Group are now 

meeting face to face in each other's homes. 

We are having enjoyable sessions , with lots of conversation, and 

supporting each other to  improve our grammar. Lots of laughter at 

every session! 

We are hoping that the spring weather will enable us to resume our 

walk and talk Spanish conversations , but so far sadly it has been 

somewhat wet and cold. 

A long-term plan is a visit to Tetbury's new tapas bar to develop our 

vocabulary and have a small taste of Spain! 

spanish@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

MOT and Cinema Groups 

Many interested in Cinema group were unable to attend the last 

meeting, so we have arranged 3 more chances for them to meet up. 

1. On Friday 18 March  3-5 pm with the MOT group at the Catholic 

Hall, St. Michaels Tetbury. 

mailto:curryclub@tetburyu3a.org.uk
mailto:mailto:spanish@tetburyu3a.org.uk


2. On Monday 21 March at the u3a Monthly Talk, 10 for 10.30 at 

the Goods Shed Tetbury. 

3. On Tuesday 29 March 2-3 pm just the cinema group will meet at 

St Michaels Catholic Hal 

For those new to Tetbury the Hall is behind the Catholic Church. 

Parking is best in the Tourist car park which is free after 3.00pm until 

next month. You then walk across the road along the one-way street: 

the Green, with the big Church on your right, until you come to the 

Catholic Church: St. Michaels is on your left. To enter the Hall, you 

walk on round to the left coming out on the Hill down to the hospital. 

On the left between the terraced houses is the entrance to the Hall 

with 2 steps leading to the Door. 

mot@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

And finally…… 

We are coming to the time of year when Tetbury and District u3a 

can claim Gift Aid from those tax paying members who have given us 

permission. If you have already gift aided your subscription, thank 

you. If you didn’t, turn over to the second page of the membership 

form and if you would like to sign up for gift aid please do so at the 

next monthly meeting or 

contact  membership@tetburyu3a.org.uk  for the form. It is also on 

the website at tetburyu3a.org.uk  

With our subscription at £8 per annum £2 can be claimed by our 

Treasurer from every member who has signed the declaration.  

….. And a special mention for the very artistic ladies who made the 

u3a window for the Window Wanderland spectacular in Tetbury at the 

end of February.  The display was amazing all through the town and it 

was especially satisfying to have our wonderful organisation depicted. 

Thank you ladies! 

mailto:mailto:mot@tetburyu3a.org.uk
mailto:membership@tetburyu3a.org.uk
http://tetburyu3a.org.uk/


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


