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A Message from the Chair 

 
 

It has been lovely to see so many of you at our monthly meetings. 

We’ve certainly had some interesting speakers.  

If you haven’t been along yet , do put the March date in your diary. 

March 21st, Gillian Keith is going to talk about ‘A Life in Art’ 

As a committee we are always keen to have new ideas for groups you 

would like to see and also would welcome new committee members. If 

you are interested get in touch!  We would be happy for prospective 

committee members to come along to our monthly committee meetings 

just to see if you would like to take part in the running of the Tetbury 

& District u3a.  There is no pressure for you to join but you may find 

there is a particular aspect of the work where you feel you can make 

a contribution.  Thank you all for your support! 

 

 

chair@tetburyu3a.org.uk 
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Monthly Speakers 

 
 

 

A Life in Art 

  

Our Speaker on Monday, 21st March 

at the Goods Shed will be  

Gillian Keightley.  Gillian may already be 

known to some of you as she had a 

stunning exhibition at the Goods Shed a 

little while ago.   She is going to talk 

about her life as an artist, her struggle 

against discrimination, producing 

instant art for film backdrops and all in 

between. 

 

 

 

Group News 

The History Group 

 

 

 



The history group met on 17th January when Maggi Smith gave us an 

interesting talk on the history of the ownership of the house that she 

and her husband now live in, including some notes on the families that 

have had a connection with the house.  David Walker then gave a 

presentation on the Battle of Isandlwana on 22 Jan 1879, the worst 

single day of deaths for the British Army in battle against non-

Europeans.   In pursuance of a British dominion of South Africa, Sir 

Henry Bartle Frere deliberately stirred up a war against the Zulu 

Empire but, under Chief Cetshwayo, the Zulu impi overran the British 

Camp below the rugged hill of Isandlwana and killed over 1,300 British 

and native soldiers. 

On 21st March, weather permitting, the group hope to go to Purton to 

investigate the ships’ graveyard there, leaving the Goods Shed at 

1:30pm.  There is a u3a Monthly Meeting Talk about the graveyard 

later in the year so if any other member of u3a would like to join the 

group for a visit please contact the group leader, David Walker at the 

email address below. 

 

history@tetburyu3a.org.uk 
 

 

 

Short Walks Group 
 

Although there were only nine of us, the Short Walks Group had a 

lovely walk around Cirencester at the beginning of the month. It was 

a sunny day; we started at the Parish Church, made our way through 

the town, over the dual carriageway and up to the Amplitheatre. Our 

members enjoyed a short exploration of the Roman remains, then 

made our way through Querns Wood to Chesterton Lane and down the 

A433 for a short way then into Cirencester Park. We had a very 

pleasant walk through the estate down to Cecily Hill and passed the 

barracks that housed Cirencester's Home Guard in WWII, then back 

to the start. 
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The Group enjoying the sunshine at Cirencester Amphitheatre 

 

shortwalks@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

Classical Music Group 

 

The group are continuing to scour the internet for concerts, opera 

and ballet streaming at the cinema, and local performances.  We are 

getting off to a rather slow start due to the recent prevalence of the 

Covid virus.  However, there are two events of note coming up in 

March, these are: 

 

Saturday 12th March 7:00pm  

Athelstan Museum Rausing Building, Malmesbury.  Live Concert: 

Byrdsong. A concert of a capella sacred and secular music from the 

sixteenth century to the present day.   Byrdsong is a small choir from 

the Usk area of Monmouthshire who perform madrigals, part songs, 

folk songs and motets. The concert will include short instrumental 

pieces and readings. 

mailto:mailto:shortwalks@tetburyu3a.org.uk


Tickets £10 from Athelstan Museum and athelstanmuseum.org.uk 

Fauré Requiem 

Music by Stanford  

Adrian Partington conductor 

Gloucester Choral Society 

Jonathan Hope organ 

Gloucester Choral Society is delighted to present Gabriel 

Fauré’s Requiem, directed by Adrian Partington. Adored by many 

across the world, this ethereal choral gem is bound to be enjoyed by 

all inside Gloucester Cathedral. The concert will also feature 

Stanford’s Magnificat in B Flat and Three Motets. 

26/03/2022 7:00pm, Gloucester Cathedral, Tickets £20, £15, £10 

Please let the group leader know if you intend to book for any of the 

concerts/events listed in the table he has sent to all group members. 

classicalmusic@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

Playreading Group 

The play reading group had to cancel our reading of Aladdin due to 

Covid. This was a great disappointment to us all, but especially to the 

member reading Widow Twankey who had got his wig and make up 

ready.  We’ll try again next year. 

In February we shall be reading an Agatha Christie Murder: 

• Witness for the Prosecution 

playreading@tetburyu3a.org.uk 
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Gardening 

Seventeen members of the Gardening Group paid a visit to Cerney 

House Garden in January in the hope we would see a dazzling display 

of hellebores.  Sadly it was not to be, although there were some here 

and there which obliged as random specimens.  As every gardener 

knows you can never rely on anything appearing just when you would 

like it to! 

Nevertheless, we had a fine view of the garden layout and the promise 

of beautiful displays of snowdrops and then tulips later in the year. 

If nothing else it prompted members to want to visit what is a lovely 

local garden when spring and summer finally arrive. 

The group will visit Newark Park this month to survey the snowdrops 

and meander the woodland walks.    

 

Hellebores in Cerney House Garden courtesy of Martin Doidge 

gardening@tetburyu3a.org.uk 
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Boules 

The Boules group hopefully will be meeting for the first time in 2022 

on March 4th at the Red Bull pub in Malmesbury.   

boules@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

Apple iPhone Group Update 

The class continues to operate over Zoom every week, which for most 

people has provided a suitable medium to share the leader’s iPhone 

screen from the comfort of their own home. The leader goes through 

the common Apple applications and settings for the core software 

apps that everyone is encouraged to use. 

 It’s a lively interactive group with many enquiring questions about the 

technology and best way to use these devices. 

 Each week we spend about 2 hours covering one of the core apps, 

Contacts, Calendar, Notes, Email, Photos, Wallet and Safari, etc, 

inevitably diverging from the subject to answer questions where 

people have got stuck from previous weeks. 

 iCloud, WiFi, cellular data connections and the raft of other TLA 

(Three Letter Acronyms) are de-mystified using real world analogies. 

 It seems that most people crave the human social interaction side 

though and want to move back to a face-to-face meeting as soon as 

possible. The group plan to do this in March. 

 There will be another opportunity to join a real beginners group this 

September, when I will open the books for a new intake of 

inexperienced newbies, where we will start at the “how to turn on your 

device” level. 

apple@tetburyu3a.org.uk 
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Scrabble Group 

The Scrabble group is about to get going again. The website has been 

updated and all previous members have been contacted. The first 

meeting of this year will be on Wednesday 2nd March at Tetbury 

Library at 2pm. 

scrabble@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

Singing Group 

The Singing for Fun group meets every third Wednesday of the month 

from 2.00-4.00pm at the Priory Inn. If you would like to join us, please 

contact Gail singing@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

We choose pieces we know and enjoy singing. We sing A capella using 

words and music printed off by group members. We also sing along to 

some ‘YouTube’ clips. We have recently discovered the joy of singing 

rounds and found ourselves bursting into harmony spontaneously! It 

must be Spring.  

If any u3a member who plays an instrument, from guitar to tin whistle, 

please come and join our ensemble. We already have Carolyn’s jingle 

bells, and ‘sweet tin’ drum so join us in sweet music and laughter. 

 

MOT and Cinema Groups 

At the Open Morning enough members showed interest in Cinema to 

warrant the formation of a Separate Group from Members Out 

Together. 

Particularly if you are a member who joined after August 2021 and 

are interested, please contact Gail. 

membership@tetburyu3a.org.uk 
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Due to popular demand Pat (Jackson), Judith (Harrison) and Gail 

(Moss) are endeavouring to restart MOT.  

Many destinations members wish to visit are already covered in 

existing Groups: Gardening, Historic Buildings, Pub Lunches, Classical 

Music Group and Curry Club.  

Members out Together is for all the other outings. We pool transport 

and hope to learn to use Public and Community forms of transport. 

Please contact us if you are still interested in meeting monthly for 

MOT. 

mot@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

And finally …….. 

Don’t forget to take a look at the u3a Window Wanderland on the 

‘green’ by St. Mary’s Church between 6pm to 8pm on 25th, 26th, 27th 

February. 
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