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A Message from the Chair 
 

 

It was lovely to see so many of you at our AGM. Thank you to everyone 

who attended.  We now have a newly  elected  committee ready to 

take Tetbury and District u3a forward. 

 

For me, the AGM was also a good opportunity to reflect on the last 

year and see how much we had achieved despite some difficult 

circumstances!  Our membership has now increased to 241 from a 

low of 177 and we have ten new interest groups. Tetbury and 

District u3a is thriving! This is in no small part  down to our Group 

Leaders who have worked tirelessly to keep things going and to you, 

our members, who have been so generous with your support and 

ideas. Many thanks to you all. 

 

chair@tetburyu3a.org.uk 
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Monthly Speakers 
 

There is no monthly meeting in December as it is a busy time of year 

which seems to pass all too quickly. We do, however, have our Lunch 

at Chavenage House on the 16th. This is now fully booked and promises 

to be a special occasion being, because of the circumstances of the 

last couple of years, our first major social occasion. We hope it will 

be the first of many. 

 

Monthly meetings will resume in the New Year.  On Monday, 17th 

January at 10:30am in the Goods Shed Dr. Phil Yates will give a talk 

entitled, “All that Glitters”. 

 

 

 

Do you know how gold formed, or the rare materials in your 

phone?   Going back to the Big Bang, Dr. Phil, will explain how star dust 

turned into metals.   Those of you who enjoyed Phil’s talk last year will 

not want to miss this and those of you who missed last year, will 

definitely want to join us this time. 



Group News 

 

The History Group 

 

On the 20th of October 2021 the U3A History Group travelled back 

in imagination along the Thames and Severn Canal which ran from 

Framilode to Lechlade. It was begun as early as 1783, and when the 

Sapperton Tunnel was completed in April 1789 (cut through very hard 

rock) it opened the canal for the conveyance of coals and goods as far 

as Lechlade. It was finally abandoned in 1933. I use the word 

imagination because sadly many of the pumping stations, windmills, 

locks, aqueducts, bridges and even the canal itself, are no longer 

visible. But undeterred, we set out in three cars, with our guide and 

leader for the day, David Walker. 

 

  Our first destination 

was Weymoor Bridge 

originally built in 1788. 

As we stood on the 

recently reconstructed 

bridge overlooking 

fields in all directions, 

it was amazing to 

realise that this had 

once been part of an 

important network of 

canals. For not far 

from the bridge is Latton Junction (and its basin) marking the spot 

where the Thames and Severn canal met the North Wilts canals. This 

is where goods were transferred between boats, or onto carts, and 

then moved on even further across the country.  

Before the age of canals, roads and carriages could not cope with 

great amounts of heavy produce, but barges could carry nearly 40 

tonnes of weight, such as coal from the Forest of Dean. Barges were 

faster than carriages and pack mules because once a horse got a barge 



moving it could reach 4 mph! Wow! However, we also learnt that it was 

not only goods that travelled by canal. Passengers also used canals 

travelling on “fly boats” pulled by a cantering horse at 10 mph. Fly 

boats had priority over other canal traffic and “carried a bow scythe 

or knife to cut the traces of the opposing boat if necessary”. (1) 

 

A quick stop at Cerney Wick Lock gave us a view of the old gate 

paddles and the roundhouse. According to John Copping “The round 

house was originally constructed for occupation by a 'watchman', 

known also as 'lengthman' who was responsible for maintaining the 

canal between certain points. There are five such buildings along the 

canal and the group wondered why these canal structures were round? 

“However, it turned out that “Even contemporaries were moved by the 

oddity of these 'fanciful round buildings like towers' [and] There is 

no indication why the design was adopted”. (2) 

 

Our next port of call was Siddington and a flight of three grassed-

over locks, which can be seen below the bridge. The fourth lock on the 

other side, is inaccessible and difficult to see from the bridge. Just 

imagine the joy and excitement on the 22nd of April 1789 when the 

first four barges appeared in town laden with coal. A crowd of 

thousands came out to see the extraordinary sight. (3) 

 

Our final stop was the site of the Smerrill Aqueduct on the A429 just 

outside Kemble. (4). Unfortunately, the embankment on one side of 

the road is all that remains. It must have been a marvelous vision to 

see barges gliding over the road above. Slope stability (the highest 

angle to the horizontal to which a material can be heaped without 

sliding) is something that must have concerned the engineers 

constructing the aqueduct. The slope above the nearby road was quite 

steep, and here we learnt that the angle of repose for sand is 33%, 

whereas crushed stone is 45%. At this point, our luck with the good 

weather ran out, and the rain began, all very good timing with the end 

of the trip. Sad to consider that all the hard work of construction and 

investment in canals, did not last long. Another technology, in the form 



of the steam engine, ultimately led to the development of the train 

network and the demise of the canals. So, when you next speed down 

the A433 to Cirencester, or the A419 to Swindon, spare a thought for 

the gentler pace of life, and the old technology, not so far away, that 

was the Thames and Severn Canal.  history@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

  

 

Corinne Hinton 
 

1. Hazelwood, R.A. Feb. 2003. A brief history of express canal boats. 

http://www.ma.hw.ac.uk/solitons/HISTORY_OF_EXPRESS_CANAL_BOATS.pdf 

2. Copping, John. The canal round house at Inglesham Lock. reprinted from: Gloucestershire 

Society Society for industrial Archeaeology Journal for 2009 pages 23-35. 

https://gsia.org.uk/reprints/2009/gi200923.pdf 

3. Cotswold Canals in Pictures. Thames and Severn Canal Timeline.  

https://www.cotswoldcanals.net/thames-severn-canal-history-timeline.php 

4. Smerrill Aqueduct at Kemble on the Thames and Severn Canal. Black and white photograph 

looking along Cirencester Road towards the brick arch aqueduct, taken in 1922. 

https://collections.canalrivertrust.org.uk/bw192.3.2.3.11.35 

 

 

 

French Conversation 

 

The U3A French Conversation group, led by Anne Cox, is continuing 

to meet but, after a glorious few months post lockdown meeting in 

pub gardens, we have decided to go back to Zoom for the winter 

months when colds, ‘flu and covid can make it difficult for us to meet 

in person. The Zoom sessions will evolve depending on decisions made 

by the group, but can contain presentations, quizzes, discussions and 

games, all in French of course.  After a recent review of times to 

meet, we’ve landed on fortnightly meetings on alternate Monday 

afternoons and Thursday mornings.  

frenchconversation@tetburyu3a.org.uk 
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Pub Lunch Group 

 

Our 2nd meeting at The Beaufort Arms, Hawkesbury Upton went so 

well with 16 of us enjoying lunch in good company we have decided to 

have our Christmas Lunch there on Wednesday 15th December 12-

12.30.  If there are enough people who cannot make 15th or a 

Wednesday I am prepared to split it if an alternative day/date can be 

agreed upon and The Beaufort Arms can accommodate us.  The menu 

is available on request from the group leader or on the Beaufort Arms 

website which includes traditional festive fare as well as vegan, 

vegetarian and gluten free fare.  This venue has been selected as, not 

only is the food of excellent quality with generous portions, but also 

offers great value for money and good service.  They also cater for 

smaller appetites which most venues in the Tetbury area don’t do. The 

maximum you will pay for the festive menu is £24.50 pp.   If numbers 

exceed dining area capacity we can roll it over onto different days.  

Pre-ordering will be necessary by the end of November for the 15th 

of December meal.  Unfortunately I cannot accept bookings for the 

15th after the end of November.  If you have no transport or prefer 

not to drink and drive I will do my best to arrange lifts.  Come and 

join our group if only for the Christmas lunch, you never know, you may 

enjoy it. publunchgroup@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

  

 

Historic Buildings Group 

 

We had an excellent talk last month from Caroline Lowsley-Williams 

about life at Chavenage. The Historic Buildings Group made a private 

visit to Chavenage way back in October 2019 BC (Before Covid). Since 

then our U3A membership has grown considerably so we are gauging 

the interest for another visit. Please let us know by email 

to historicbuildings@tetburyu3a.org.uk if you'd like to join us. No 

commitment at this stage and no date fixed, but probably next 

Spring/Summer. 
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Boules 
 

 

The Boules group met on Friday 

29 October for a last session of 

the season and an intrepid group 

played in between heavy showers 

albeit with soggy, puddle strewn 

pistes.  We were joined at lunch 

time in the Red Bull by a larger 

contingent of group members to 

enjoy a hearty pub lunch.  

Not all our group could fit on one 

table so a quieter group of the 

elder statesmen had a quiet 

lunch in the corner.  

The group toasted our leader, 

Keith, and thanked him for all 

his hard work. He announced he 

expected to re-start boules in March 2022. 

boules@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

 

Play Reading 

 

The  play reading group is now under new leadership(Bernadette Bell 

and Dee Buss)  We would like to thank Jeremy North for establishing 

the group and giving us a lot of enjoyment.  Jeremy has given us 

enormous help with the transition of the group. 

 

We have read an Agatha Christie murder mystery – And  Then There 

Were None - and a fantasy – Admirable Crichton by J.M.Barrie. (Some 

of you may remember the 1973 film starring Kenneth More). 

mailto:mailto:boules@tetburyu3a.org.uk


The next reading will be Cider with Rosie by Laurie Lee. 

  

The play reading group meets the last Monday of the month at The 

Priory, Tetbury.  playreading@tetburyu3a.org.uk    

 

 

PLAY READING GROUP 

By Anita Stride 

 

I am not a member of the play reading group but, as a volunteer at 

the Goods Shed, would like to offer an independent view on the Play 

Reading Group’s presentation of the Black Pit in aid of the Goods 

Shed.   I am Vice Chair of u3a but assure you that in no way affects 

my opinions!  A substantial sum was raised for development of the 

Goods Shed. 

 

I must confess that I was not sure how successful a Play Reading 

would be on a Sunday evening at 5pm.   Many having already eaten or 

having an early evening drink before dinner.   Would they be 

awake?  And what about Strictly? 

 

In the event, many tickets were sold, and it was a very successful 

evening, many members on leaving saying how much they had enjoyed 

the evening. 

 

We all learnt something about pandemics:  we saw parallels in 

attitudes and decision-making unchanged in eight hundred years and 

something about the history of Tetbury, which seems to have been 

extremely lucky.  

 

Congratulations to all the ‘actors’ for extending what was intended 

to be a private event into a World premiere.   Next time we will roll 

out the red carpet!  

 

mailto:mailto:playreading@tetburyu3a.org.uk


12 plays, of which the Black Pit was the first, have been written by 

Jeremy North and Stephanie Dale They have been sold to many u3a 

branches throughout the country with profits donated to our 

branch.  

 

 

And finally…… 

 

One of our members attended a webinar on elderly drivers and signed 

up for an assessment test to brush up on their driving skills. Perhaps 

this would be of interest to u3a members. For details please go to 

www.olderdriversforum.com/gloucestershire 
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