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A Message from the Chair 
 

 

 

I would like to wish all of you and your families a happy new year. 

For many of us , the last two years have presented some challenges , 

but as I write on a cold, sunny, crisp winter’s morning , it is hard not 

to feel optimistic. 

As a u3a , Tetbury and District is growing and thriving. At the last 

count, we have 246 members . New groups are starting , representing 

the wide interest of our members. You could take up singing or Italian 

or perhaps develop an interest in Family History 

Do have a look at our website for more details www.tetburyu3a.org.uk 

Who knows- New Year – new interest ! 

Many thanks to all of you for your support. I look forward to meeting 

you at our monthly meetings 
 

chair@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.tetburyu3a.org.uk/
mailto:chair@tetburyu3a.org.uk


The Christmas Lunch at Chavenage House 

 
66 members attended the Lunch at Chavenage and a good time was 

had by all over an excellent meal.  Our Chair, Carmel, thanked Anita 

and Audrey for all their hard work in organising and hosting the 

event which judging by the collage below was much appreciated. 

 

Seventy pounds was raised for charity from the sale of table 

decorations which had been made and donated by volunteers. The 

charity chosen for the donation is Tetbury Food Bank. 

An electronic copy of this collage and a second one showing more 

members is available from jeremy@jeremynorth.com 

 

 

Monthly Speakers 
 

 

This coming Monday, 17th January, the first speaker of the new year 

will be Dr. Phil Yates who will be giving a talk entitled, “All That 

Glitters”.  Phil is an entertaining speaker so we hope as many of you as 

possible will come along.  The talk will begin at 10:30 at the Goods 

mailto:mailto:jeremy@jeremynorth.com


Shed, Tetbury and doors will be open from 10:00.  Don’t forget your 

mask!  We also hope you will be able to stay on afterwards to chat to 

other members and have a coffee or tea and biscuits.  New members 

will be able to collect their membership cards from Gail at the door. 

 

Group News 

Your Newsletter Editor would like to remind all the groups who are 

holding meetings at this time to think about writing a few words about 

what’s going on in their groups, so that any new members have an 

opportunity to see for themselves whether they might be interested 

in joining.  A few lines are all that’s required, plus photographs if you 

have any.  (Please make sure everyone photographed is happy for their 

picture to be in the Newsletter.)  Please send your offerings either 

to groups@tetburyu3a.org.uk or newsletter@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

The History Group 

 

The history group is trying to make its meetings more interesting by 

actually visiting sites that might help explain or amplify the subject 

of the meeting.  Unfortunately, with the winter weather being so 

difficult to predict, we have had to remain indoors.  This is not to 

say that indoor talks cannot be very interesting of themselves 

especially when so well presented as our most recent talk by Bob 

Kelley.   

Bob has developed a great interest in the Great Fire of London 

inspired by his career in insurance.  He gave us an excellent 

description of the devastating fire itself and of the chaos that 

immediately ensued.  Many of the great and good saw the fire as an 

opportunity to rebuild a new, spacious and magnificent city but the 

needs of merchants, street traders and other citizens to get on with 

their lives and work created a need to rapidly rebuild.  The town 

rose again surprisingly quickly, largely on the original street plan 

with only marginal improvements in building standards being imposed. 

mailto:mailto:groups@tetburyu3a.org.uk
mailto:mailto:newsletter@tetburyu3a.org.uk


Our next meeting on 17th January (after the Monthly U3A talk) will 

cover a history of one house in Tetbury and the Battle of Isandlwana 

(1879).  New members will be very welcome. 

 

history@tetburyu3a.org.uk 
 

Historic Buildings Group 

 

A large number of the group visited Compton Verney on December 

10th. 

 

 
 

Compton Verney House is an 18th-century country mansion near 

Kineton in Warwickshire which has been converted to house 

the Compton Verney Art Gallery. 

  

The group enjoyed guided tours of the two temporary exhibitions: 

Grinling Gibbons (featuring the work of arguably the best wood carver 

in British history), and a John Nash exhibition (which also featured 

some examples of the work of his brother Paul Nash). Our guides were 

very knowledgeable and informative.  

 

mailto:mailto:history@tetburyu3a.org.uk
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All photographs in this section courtesy of Jeremy North 

 
 

Why not join us?   

 

historicbuildings@tetburyu3a.org.uk  

 

Short Walks Group 
 

The Short Walks Group have done two walks a month since April, 

abiding by, of course, limits to the number of people meeting outside 

and also maintaining social distancing. We had two lovely walks in 

mailto:historicbuildings@tetburyu3a.org.uk


November: the first on the public footpaths from the Hare and 

Hounds, through Westonbirt and back via the school; the second 

from the Trouble House to Ashley and back. We were able to 

appreciate the lovely autumn colours as we walked though 

Westonbirt. There are now over 40 members of the group and on 

the walk to Ashley there were 17 of us, the most we have ever had! 

The photo shows the group at the Anglican Church of St James, 

Ashley, originally built in Norman times.  

 

We finished off the year with a pleasant walk from the Goods Shed 

to the Trouble House where we had a little Christmas celebration of 

mulled wine and mince pies. 
 
 

 

One of the pleasures of 

walking with the group is 

how much members enjoy 

talking to each other and, 

more recently, discussing 

walks they themselves 

have done. There seems 

to be increasing interest 

in the wide range of walks 

available around us, which 

is very encouraging. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

shortwalks@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:mailto:shortwalks@tetburyu3a.org.uk


Classical Music Group 

Six members of the group booked to attend Bach`s Christmas 

Oratorio at Gloucester Cathedral on 4 December, a magnificent 

setting and a superb performance.  The Gloucester Choral Society 

were disciplined and highly effective, singing with passion and 

authority. The four soloists were professional with exceptional voices 

and whilst it is invidious to pick out one, we all thought the counter 

tenor, Simon Ponsford with a big role, had a moving falsetto quality so 

fashionable in Baroque times.  

Note that the Society will be performing Faure`s Requiem on 

March25 at Gloucester Cathedral, an event not to be missed. 

The classical music group operates by issuing a regularly updated 

bulletin of local concerts two months ahead, researched by 5 

volunteers. Members with cars who  are prepared to car share are 

encouraged to inform our leader when they book an event. He will then 

inform those needing a lift who want to go to the same concert. 

classicalmusic@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

  

And finally…… 

The newly formed Singing Group would love to have an accompanist. 

They can manage jingle bells, triangle and drums but guitar, accordion, 

or even a tuneful tin whistle would be a joy. Piano or portable organ - 

even greater fun! 

Gail Moss, the membership secretary, would love to hear from any 

members interested in the Membership Secretary role and who would 

be willing to help her.  Please contact her on 

membership@tetburyu3a.org.uk if you are looking for an opportunity 

to help the Tetbury & District u3a.    

 

 

mailto:mailto:classicalmusic@tetburyu3a.org.uk
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I’m your friendly Tetbury and District Membership Secretary, Gail 

Moss 

 

 

Little did I know, when Lawrence came home 

after the first steering committee meeting 

in 2019 and asked if I would like to be the 

Membership Secretary for Tetbury’s new 

u3a, how many fascinating people I would 

meet and what interesting activities I would 

get involved in.  

At the time I just saw the steep learning 

curve of data entry onto Beacon for 200 plus 

new members. There’s the LEARN! 

Membership form designed, an exciting 

inauguration, printing and laminating membership cards, piles of emails 

received and answered, interesting monthly talks and two years later 

I’m still having fun. I do hope you all are too. I’ve now learnt to enter 

the data, met, and emailed lots of friendly folks from the Tetbury 

area and laughed a lot. There’s the LAUGH!  

After receiving your completed form and entering your contact 

details, Beacon issues your membership number and I send you a 

welcome email in the special anti-spam formula. By the magic of 

technology your reply, to my web site alias email address comes into 

my iPhone and away we go. Living securely. We are very mindful of 

security and privacy in u3a. 

Now retired I’m many moons away from my old life when I ran a 

Secondary Science Department with typewriter, carbon paper, 

xerox machine, card index system and later thought myself very 

modern with my Filofax! In those days we even did actual practical 

laboratory Science experiments.  

Now I do all the time-consuming ‘paperwork’ so much quicker on my 

MAC, iPhone and iPad giving me more time to Live. There we go the 

final buzz word. No more trolling through the library looking for 

information ’Just Google it Mum’! 



So, older I may be, but my spelling has improved due to spell check. 

I still make lists but can carry tasks out far more efficiently leaving 

me more time for the excellent stimulating company of all you lovely 

members of Tetbury and District u3a.  

So, Learn, Laugh and Live a long and fulfilled life amongst friends. 

Gail 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


