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A Message from the Chair 
 

 

It was lovely to see so many of you at our monthly talk in the Goods 

Shed in September.  Isn’t it good to be out and about again!  It is also 

good to hear about the new groups that are setting up. 

 

A date for your diary is the 15th of November when we will be holding 

our AGM after the monthly talk.  Do try to come if you can. 

It will be our first face to face AGM and will give you the opportunity 

both to hear about what we have achieved in the last year and to elect 

your new committee. If you are interested in joining the committee 

do please contact me and I can talk to you about what is involved. It 

would be great to have some new members – there’s always plenty to 

do.  There will be the opportunity to ask questions and make 

suggestions about how you would like your u3a to develop. New ideas 

are most welcome! 

 

  



Monthly Speakers 
  

Monday, 15th November 10.30am 

 

Chris O’Grady - Walking to Rome 

 

 
 

What made Chris. decide to walk from Pershore to Rome, following 

the old pilgrim roads equipped with a rucksack and four pairs of 

underpants? An uplifting story covering 2,000 kilometres and the 

kindness of strangers. 

 

Group News 

 
There are now 10 new groups!  As they are just starting up there 

may not be information on the Tetbury & District u3a website yet.  

If you want to know more about the new groups please contact the 

Groups Coordinator  groups@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

The new groups are as follows: 

mailto:groups@tetburyu3a.org.uk


Italian 

 

Nine people are starting a group.  They have a Group Leader.  

 

Singing 

 

Fourteen people, plus three people who are not yet u3a members, have 

signed up. They are meeting on 19th Oct. Please contact the Groups 

Coordinator for more information.  There is some uncertainty about 

what they’ll sing and how formal it will be.  

 

Art 

 

After much discussion, it was decided to have 2 groups – ART and ART 

APPRECIATION. 

 

The Art group has 9 members lead by Gwyneth Richards: she is also 

looking into venues as it’s probably too many for anyone’s home 

 

The Art Appreciation group now has 11 members lead by George 

Keeling.  They will also liaise with the art group. 

 

Pub Lunch 

 

The first meeting was held at the Group Coordinator’s home and the 

Group will be led by Grahame Inman. He is very organised and has 

written a questionnaire to establish what members want. Their first 

outing was Tuesday 12th October, so we are looking forward to their 

report on how it all went. 

 

Aviation 

 

From small beginnings, this group has proved popular. The group now 

has 8 members, led by Mike Meadows 

 



 

 

Curry Club 

 

The first meeting of the Curry Club took place at The Spice Market, 

Malmesbury, on 24th September.   A number of delicious starters 

were shared and individual main courses proved more than adequate 

for the heartiest of appetites so were  also passed around. 

 

A brave volunteer took on the role of Group Leader and future 

meetings will soon be shown on the website. 

 

 

Family History 

 

This group had a preliminary meeting on 14th September. 7 people 

came along and had a very positive and interesting discussion. There 

are now 12 members with 2 leaders. Their first meeting will be on 21st 

October in a member’s home. 

 

 

Golf 

 

Was a little difficult to get off the ground, but following several 

emails, and ascertaining that this group is currently for beginners, 

there are 3 members with another potential, led by Martin Doidge. 

 

Classical Music 

 

The Classical Music Group has formed!  It will cover both visits to 

local concerts and follow up musical appreciation meetings. The leader 

(Jeremy North) will maintain a database of classical music lovers some 

of whom will be asked to monitor venues for local classical music 

events in Bath, Cirencester, Cheltenham, Gloucester, Stroud, 

Westonbirt and Malmesbury and the areas immediately round them. 



These volunteers will look out for both amateur and professional 

concerts and sacred music in churches, both choral and instrumental. 

We need a volunteer for Cheltenham, the only area not yet covered ! 

We propose to exclude events in Tetbury as these are well published 

and need no special travel arrangements. 

Jeremy will publish and circulate a regular list of what is going on and 

call for members to inform him if they want to go to anything.  He will 

then identify potential groups, based on car sharing and arrange a 

brief for each event, including a social get together if required.  

We have identified one event already: Bach`s Christmas Oratorio on 

December 4th in Gloucester Cathedral. Details from Jeremy below.  

If you have not already joined and would like to take part, please 

contact our group leader classicalmusic@tetburyu3a.org.uk making it 

clear if you can offer to carpool.  

 

Historic Buildings Group  

The group made a memorable guided visit to St Mary`s Church, 

Fairford on 13th October. This report is dedicated to Remembrance 

Sunday in view of the town`s historical connection to RAF Fairford.  

 

“Where have all the soldiers gone? Gone to make graveyards 

everyone”  

mailto:classicalmusic@tetburyu3a.org.uk


St Mary's Church is well worth a visit being notable for its complete 

set of 28 medieval stained-glass windows, some of the best-

preserved in England.  Part of the tower dates from the early 15th 

century.  

 

Photographs:  Jeremy North.   

To join this group and find out about further visits go to:  

historicbuildings@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

Boules Group 

The boules group is pleased to announce that our venue, The Red Bull 

at Malmesbury, is now open for drinks after we play every other 

Friday. We have several new members so this month we are showing 

a few basics.  

The standard hold in France is shown left. It 

has to be thrown underarm.  It is a flexible 

hold because you can put a back spin on your 

throw to slow the ball down on impact and is 

ideal for short to medium distance and for 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stained-glass
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“bombing” (taking out an opponent`s boule) or for hitting the jack to 

move it away from your opponent`s boules. 

Our intrepid leader demonstrates the under-arm action below. 

Holding the boules in the palm of your hand (which we call the English 

Throw) is not de-riguer in France but seems to be accepted here. It 

is popular because you can send it a long distance easily and with some 

speed. See the hold below: 

  

The object of the game is to get as many of your boules, or your teams 

boules, next to the jack. You get one point for each boule closer to 

the jack than any of your opponents in any one round. The first 

individual or team reaching 13 points wins.   

 

Deciding which boules is 

closest can take an 

experienced eye or a 

measuring tape!!   

    

 (Photos courtesy of Jeremy 

North.)  

Beginners welcome! Join 

this group or more information? Contact: boules@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

mailto:boules@tetburyu3a.org.uk


 

The Gardening Group 

 
Fourteen members of the Gardening Group met in the coffee shop at 

Dobbies Garden Centre in Cirencester on 18th October.  We had a 

wide-ranging discussion concerning future meetings and welcomed new 

members to the group.  The Leader will now attempt to put together 

a programme for 2022, thanks to plenty of suggestions from those 

gathered around the tables.  

gardening@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

 

Play Reading Group 

The Play Reading Group is putting on a performance in the Tetbury 

Arts Centre (Goods Shed) on Sunday 24th October at 5 pm.  The play 

is entitled “The Black Pit” and was written especially for the group by 

two of its members.  Tickets will cost £6 per person and should be 

pre-booked on the Tetbury Goods Shed website.  All proceeds will go 

to the Goods Shed.  It is hoped that as many u3a members as can 

attend will support this venture.   

playreading@tetburyu3a.org.uk 

 

…and finally…. 

 
Please keep sending in your group reports for the Newsletter.  If you 

can include photographs that makes for a more interesting read.  

Please send them to groups@tetburyu3a.org.uk and copy me in on 

newsletter@tetburyu3a.org.uk 
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